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Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, Puer-

to Rico is facing a humanitarian crisis. 
Puerto Rico is in desperate need for us 
to assist them. Hurricane Maria, soon 
after Hurricane Irma, has left a trail of 
destruction for Puerto Rico’s residents. 
Currently, 3.5 million American citi-
zens in Puerto Rico are without power, 
20,000 people are on a waiting list to 
leave the island, and about $85 billion 
is needed in recovery funds. 

The island and its towns have been 
completely cut off by water flooding, 
broken bridges, lack of electricity, and 
no cell phone service. As a result, there 
are displaced senior citizens and chil-
dren who cannot get basic goods and 
medical supplies. 

The people of Puerto Rico need sup-
plemental funding not next week, but 
today. The Jones Act must be waived. 
Price gouging by airlines should not be 
allowed. Clean water needs to be 
shipped to the island, and hospitals 
need to be set up. 

It is our responsibility as Members of 
Congress and U.S. citizens to provide 
relief to Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, and the small Caribbean coun-
tries in that area. Please, let’s save 
Puerto Rico. 

f 

HURRICANE HARVEY BRINGS NEW 
LIFE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as 
Hurricane Harvey’s hammering flood-
waters crept closer and closer to their 
home, Annie and her husband, Gary, 
became nervously anxious because, you 
see, Annie was pregnant and needed to 
get to the hospital. 

But the 2-mile drive to the hospital 
was no longer possible due to high ris-
ing water. So they called 911, but the 
lines were busy. Both doctors in train-
ing, the Smiths started preparing for a 
home delivery. Finally, a call to 
Annie’s school brought a rescue team 
to their door. But the waters were still 
high and moving fast. 

Risking their own lives, numerous 
neighbors and firefighters formed a 
human life chain, passing Annie along 
in the raging floodwaters to a high- 
water truck. A few hours later, Annie 
brought new life—Adrielle Smith—into 
the world. 

That is the thing about Texas, Mr. 
Speaker, we help each other. That is 
what makes us Texas strong. 

Congratulations to the Smiths on the 
birth of their hurricane daughter, 
Adrielle. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, across 
the Capitol, Republican Senators fi-

nally decided to cancel the vote on a 
disastrous health bill that could have 
upended insurance markets and caused 
3.2 million Floridians to lose coverage, 
increased premiums in my State by an 
average of $4,000, and destroyed over 
180,000 Florida jobs. 

Now, not only did this process threat-
en the health and financial security of 
tens of millions of Americans, it also 
delayed reauthorization of the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. 

CHIP expires at the end of this week, 
but renewing it has taken a backseat 
to a cruel health bill motivated by a 
political vendetta and the hope of 
unlocking billions from campaign 
megadonors. 

It is time for Congress to get back to 
work on CHIP, a program that ensures 
nearly 9 million kids get access to 
care—375,000 of them in Florida. It has 
only become stronger since the passage 
of the Affordable Care Act. 

I hope my colleagues in the majority 
will waste no time in joining me in 
supporting this vital program. Let’s 
help our children, let’s reauthorize 
CHIP, and let’s do it this week. 

f 

HURRICANE HARVEY 
(Mr. CARTER of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Harvey took a lot away from us, but it 
couldn’t take away who we are as Tex-
ans. It has shown our resilience and 
brought our communities closer to-
gether as we rebuild. 

I am very proud of our volunteers 
and first responders who have shown 
hospitality and heroism to support our 
neighbors in need. When disaster 
struck, Texans came from across the 
State to help our communities rebuild 
and recover from this storm. 

In my district, central Texans set up 
evacuation shelters and donated cloth-
ing and other necessary supplies. Our 
soldiers at Fort Hood and our local fire 
and rescue teams headed southeast to 
assist in lifesaving recovery missions 
because that is what Texans do: we 
come together to support one another. 

I know we will continue to work to-
gether as we rebuild after Harvey and 
in the face of anything that comes our 
way. 

By the way, a great big Texas thank- 
you to all our neighbors from across 
the United States who also came to 
help. 

Our hearts go out to those recovering 
disaster areas in Florida, Puerto Rico, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, and all other 
communities in need of help. Let’s do 
it together. 

God bless Texas. 
f 

PUERTO RICO IS FACING A 
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the people 
of Puerto Rico are crying out for help, 
and these American citizens need 
America’s help. Whenever there is a 
disaster anywhere in the country, we 
need to move fast. We moved fast when 
there was a disaster in Texas recently, 
which we unanimously supported. 

We cannot afford to wait. People are 
dying. Every day it gets worse. There 
is lack of food, lack of water, lack of 
safety, and lack of electricity. These 
are American citizens. We cannot just 
allow this to continue to happen. 

We must help the people of Puerto 
Rico and help the people in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, who are also American 
citizens, as well as people in all of the 
islands. 

It is just a crisis of tremendous pro-
portion, and we have to help—not to-
morrow, not next week, but imme-
diately. These people need our help. We 
need to save Puerto Rico, save the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and help and save the 
islands of the Caribbean, as we have 
done so many times around the world. 

Let’s do it now. Let’s do it quickly. 
People are waiting for us. We don’t 
want to wait until people are dying. 

f 

MAJOR HURRICANES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, to 
my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives, most of whom are not 
here right now but perhaps they are 
back in their office listening, and real-
ly to the American public and folks 
here in the Chamber, it has been a 
most interesting week—well, actually, 
the last 3 weeks. 

The United States has been hit with 
three major hurricanes. In Houston, 
they say was a 500-year storm. The 
Florida Keys, the Virgin Islands, Puer-
to Rico, disasters beyond, in many 
cases, human understanding. We have 
never seen 50 inches of rain in a matter 
of days. 

We have seen storms in the Carib-
bean that have been vicious. I don’t be-
lieve we have ever seen one that com-
pletely wiped out an island, leaving 3.5 
million people without water and 
power, islands in the Florida Keys flat-
tened, and floods throughout most of 
Florida. 

These are natural disasters. 
We look to our neighbors in the 

south, and we see Mexico City, that 
great capital, once again, lay bare with 
an earthquake. Further south and west 
of that, another community. Yet, just 
yesterday and the day before, another 
earthquake. 

These are natural disasters. 
As Members of Congress representing 

350-plus million Americans, we have an 
obligation. You heard a couple of our 
colleagues speak to this. 

I went to bed last night with visions 
and pictures of Puerto Rico on the tele-
vision screen. I woke up this morning, 
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